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Brevard / Asheville Music Photographer Repurposes & Relaunches A Retired Project


Brevard, NC – Nearly a decade ago, then-emerging New Jersey transplant music photographer, David Simchock, had an idea to help accelerate his integration into the Western North Carolina music scene by creating and launching his own online music magazine, Front Row Focus. The project would go on to serve as a perfect vehicle to not only network David into the music community, but to also build up his photography skills and portfolio, adding names like Pearl Jam, Jimmy Buffett, and Widespread Panic to an already respectable image collection of renowned artists.
For the next four or five years, Simchock, along with the help of other contributors, produced concert reviews and previews of countless shows, predominantly in Asheville, NC but extending as far as FloydFest in Virginia. A handful of album/CD reviews were also included on the site for good measure.
By 2018, Simchock had accomplished all he had set out to do with Front Row Focus, and he decided to retire the effort (while still maintaining ownership of the highly-coveted domain name, just in case he ever needed it again in the future). Just in case…
Fast-forward to mid-2023, with his music photography career gaining more and more traction in the region, including regular house photography duties at the Salvage Station in Asheville, NC and at the Beech Mountain Resort heading toward Boone, NC, (amongst countless other projects with artists, festival producers, publications, etc), Simchock begain brainstorming how he could add more value to the high level of services he already offers his clients, while also differentiating himself further in the highly saturated and competitive music photography market. His conclusion? Relaunch Front Row Focus, but with an all-new purpose and all-new look. After a few months of brainstorming, version 2.0 is now live.
Says Simchock, “My intention is not to simply relaunch Front Row Focus as an updated version of what it once was. Yes, I’ll still feature concert and festival reviews and previews, but the focus will be on my clients and how the platform can benefit them. As the sole photographer featured on the FRF 2.0 site, it’ll certainly serve as a hub for my music photography work to complement my main business website, www.DavidSimchock.com, but my vision and mission is to build stronger relationships with my clients and friends in the industry, while helping them to publicize and market their music and services – using my imagery, of course.”
When asked where he sees the FRF 2.0 project going, Simchock responded, “By no means do I desire for Front Row Focus to be the next Rolling Stone magazine or, even, mimic any of the other music e-zine blogs that are now a dime-a-dozen. I don’t even consider Front Row Focus to be an e-zine or even a blog for that matter. It’s really just a niche extension of my services, and has a lot of flexibility. I’m keeping an open mind to see where things go. For example, as I concentrate more and more on my photography instruction offerings, I will leverage the “Photo Focus” feature on the site that is geared towards photographers – particularly aspiring music photographers.” 

“I may also use the site to give my non-artist music industry friends a spotlight, and feature interiews with the folks who make it all happen at every event, from the stage production staff, to the bartenders and venue management staff, to the guys and gals working their butts off in the food trucks at the events. I can have a lot of fun with that, while giving others a peek of what happens behind the scenes.”
Wherever the new Front Row Focus takes Simchock and his ever-evolving creative adventure, we’re sure to see more and more of his unique, colorful concert and festival imagery, complemented with his words and insight, as well as a insider’s view of what it means to be a professional music photographer.
Front Row Focus Home Page: www.FrontRowFocus.com
Front Row Focus FAQs: https://www.frontrowfocus.com/faqs
Photos available upon request.

About David J. Simchock: David Simchock is a full-time professional photographer with over 20 years of experience in the business. His diverse range of images have been featured in prestigious publications from the New York Times to Rolling Stone Magazine, and he has worked on assignments from the vast sands of the Sahara Desert, to the streets of Asheville, to the stages of the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival.

Over the years, David has received several awards for his fine art, travel, street, and music photography. He is also one of the featured music photographers in the award-winning film, “A Year in the Pit.”

In early 2024, David re-launched his once-retired Front Row Focus website (originally established in 2014 and moth-balled in 2018), which acts as a hub for his music photography activities, while serving as a promotional vehicle for his clients and friends in the industry.

In addition to his creative skills and services, he shares his passion for photography as a course instructor and tour leader, and as a public speaker and writer. He is also the author of several eBooks on photography.

More than just an artist and teacher, David's purpose, also known as his “why”, lies in helping his photography clients reveal and elevate their unique stories through his imagery, while also inspiring his students to be their own visual storytellers, or to launch a new chapter in their own creative and professional lives.

A native of New Jersey, David has also lived overseas for many years, but now calls "home" the Blue Ridge Mountains of Western North Carolina.
David’s primary creative activities fall under his main business, David Simchock Photography.
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